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Preventing Diphtheria 
Proves Inexpensive. 


It cost the towns of Hercules and 
Pinole, in Contra Costa County, $296 
{o immunize the children of their 
communities against diphtheria and, as 
» result, not a single case of the dis- 
case has appeared in either town since 
March, 1922. Dr. M. L. Fernandez, 
health officer of Hercules and Pinole, 
is responsible for this work which has 


resulted in protecting the children of 
these towns against diphtheria, saving 
them much suffering. 


_ There were no cases of diphtheria 
reported in Pinole in 1919 and 1920, 


cut in 1921 thirty-eight cases were 
-eported and in January of 1922 six 
‘1ore cases occurred. In February 
“17 Schick tests were made, with 232 
positives and 85 negatives. ‘In March 
(f the 232 children showing positive 
reactions 222 were given toxin anti- 
toxin, 182 of whom received three 
(Oses, 22 received two doses.and 18 of 
hom received but one dose. 

In August 141 of these children im- 
unized in ‘March were again given 
tie Schick test. 
‘ere positive (nonimmune) and 107 
‘ere negative. During the interim 
hiany children immunized previously 
lad left town. This accounts for the 
ieduced number of tests given. 

With the exception of a single case 
“f diphtheria in March, 1922, in a 
“ld whose parents had refused to 


Of this group 34 


have him immunized, not a single case 
of diphtheria has occurred in the Pin- 
ole-Hercules school district since the 
immunization of the children in that 
community. 

According to the school census of 
that district, in November, 1921, there 
were 351 children 3 to 18 years of age, 
and 289 children 6 to 18 years of age. 
In October there were 243 children 
in school attendance and 116 of pre- 
school age, making total of 359 chil- 
dren in the community. The popula- 
tion of the towns vary according to 
the labor turnover but the estimated 
population of Pinole and Hercules at 
that time was 1340. | 

The total cost of this work was 
$296, of which $200 was paid for the 
salary of a special deputy health offi- 
cer, each town paying half of the 
amount. The cost of the toxin anti- 
toxin was $96. The parents paid 10 
cents per dose, which amounted to 
$63.95. The balance was paid by the 
Pinole Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. The total cost, therefore, of 
ridding this community of diphtheria 
was less than one dollar per child. 
This constitutes a shining example 
of the results that may be achieved 
through the use of our available 
machinery for the control of diph- 
theria. If other cities and counties 
throughout the state were to under- 
take similar work for the control of 
this disease, its wide prevalence might 
be reduced greatly and much suffer- 
ing and many needless deaths pre- 
vented. 
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New, Year. 


Health and the members of its staff 
ake this. oppoftunity to extend to all 


Hans and all other individuals engaged 


Year. 

‘Advance Money for 
‘Health. District. 


The. banks of San, Ioaguin 
have advanced funds to the San Joa- 
quin -Health District in order that it 
may be financed until the new taxes 
are available after the first of the 
year. If the banks, business men and 


health officers, pttblic health nurses, physi-’ 


n furthering the public health inter- | 
ests of the state, their wishes for al 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 


organizations of San Joaquin. County | 


are willing to advance funds for the 


clearly that they have confidence in 


the. public health machiriery now in 


operation. 
San Joaquin County 
Children Immunized. 

More than 2800 of San 
Joaquin County have been immunized 
against diphtheria since June Ist by 
means of the administration of toxin 
antitoxin. It should be’ noted, too, 
that -not a. single death from | diph- 
theria. has occurred in San Joaquin 
County during the past year. There 
were 599 deaths from diphtheria in 
California during 1922. During 
November, 1923, no less than 1314 


children under ten years of age were 
immunized against diphtheria. 


Fine and Imprisonment 
For Keeping Nuisance. 


A resident of Kern County persisted 
in- maintaining an insanitary condition 
of his premises, through the burning 
of large quantities of garbage. The 
county health department caused his 
arrest. The accused demanded a jury 
trial, which was_ granted. This re- 
sulted in a conviction with a fine of 
two hundred and fifty dollars and 
imprisonment for sixty days. Two 
months in jail should provide sufficient 
opportunity for reflection over the 
inadvisability of conducting a nuisance. 


> 


| Mosquito Abatement. 


The latest addition to’ the growing lis. 
of communities engaged in exterminatin}: 
mosquitoes is.Abatement ‘District No. 16 
‘the city of, Merced and i 
environs.” This district was formed 
an order of the county supervisors, date! 
September 5, 1923, upon presentation g/ 
the petitions required -by law. The 
‘administration of mosquito control work 
‘will be vested in five trustees, those jus: 


: appointed by the supervisors being J. A. 


Robinson, O. A. Turner, R. R. Touhy, 


|W. H. Huff and Dr. A. S. Parker. . 


The district has an area of 173 square 
miles with a stable population of more 
than 6000 people. It has, in addition,.a 

floating population many times greater, 


|including people from every state in the 


Union, who use this popular “gateway” 
to the Yosemite National Park, and who 


| will be thus protected from the annoy- 
use of the health district it proves. 


ance and irritation as well as the possi- 
bility of malarial infection, transmitted 
by. the bite of this pestiferous insect. 
Discounting its valwe as an added 
health protection, the economic benefit 
alone to the people of this district in 
carrying out a vigorous mosquito control 
program will offset this cost many times. 


Anti-Plague Work. 
In California Only. 


The United States Public Health 
Service anounces in its annual report 
that all anti-plague work in. states 
other than- California has been dis- 
continued. The announcement. reads 
as follows: © 
“The present report for 1923 shows 
that the plague work, which has here- 
tofore been the subject of much con- 
sideration in the annual reports, has. 
temporarily at least, practically faded 
from the picture. Both human. and 
rodent plague appears to have been 
eradicated in the United States except 
for infected ground squirrels in Cali- 
fornia and all anti- plague measures 
in other states have been -discon- 
tinued. 

We are warned, however, that ow- 
ing to the dificulty of completely 
exterminating rats on board vessels 
and the present widespread dissemina- 
tion of plague, geographically, there 
is constant danger of the introduction 
of this disease at all seaports engaged 


in foreign trade.” 
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Tietitutions. | | 


‘The inmates of the Sonoma State 
Home at Glen Ellen and the State 
School for the Deaf and Blind at 
Berkeley, constituting © a combined 
population -of almost 2000 children, 
were immunized against diphtheria 
last year. Not a single case of diph- 
theria has. developed in either institu- 
tions this winter, in direct contrast to 
preceding years, when the disease was 

very prevalent. 
administered by the medical staffs of 
these state institutions following in- 
vestigations made by the State Board 
of Health. 
Reports Case 
of Rare Disease. 

A case of Oidium Coccidioides, a rare. 
disease caused by a fungus and mis- 
takenly | known as “San Joaquin Valley 
disease," has been reported from 
Kings County. Dr. Wm. Ophuls, 
Dean of Stanford University Medical 
School, who has done_ considerable 
research work in this disease, estab- 
lished diagnosis of the case just re- 


ported. The disease runs a very acute 
and severe course. Out of a group of | 


twenty-four cases reported there were 


but two recoveries. ‘The fact ‘that 

several cases of the disease have been 

found in the San Joaquin Valley gave | 

rise to the wrong re- 


3tray. Dogs Are 
Health Menace. 


It is said that the rural districts in 
many parts of. California are overrun 
with stray dogs. It is assumed that 
many of these animals have been 
orought into the state by automobile 
‘ourists and have become separated 
from their owners. There is a dis- 


tinct health menace in the presence of 


arge numbers of stray dogs. It is 
‘his type of animal that is responsible, 
‘airgely, for the spread of rabies. The 
oresence of large numbers of these 
\omeless animals emphasizes the fact 
‘hat owners of dogs should have them 
-accinated against rabies in order that 
‘hey may be protected against pos- 
sible disease- spreading stray animals. 


Toxin antitoxin was 


| San Joaquin Local Health Dis- 


Organizations Accredited. 


California at a-_rapid: rate. 
began early in November and each 


Nurses Employed by: 


The California State 
Health has approved the applications 


of the following organizations ' for 


recognition as institutions which give 


to nurses, who have been in their.e¢m- 
ploy for two consecutive years, the 
required public health training to ac- 
credit them for examination for. public 
health nursing certificate: es 


Organization Location -, 
Alameda County Public Health ..—s—s_::., 
Baby Hygiene Committee___-_~- Francisco 
California Tuberculosis Associ- 
Los Health Department 
| Sacramento Tuberculosis Asswci- 
San Francisco Health Depart- 


San 


Health Development Depart- 

ment of Oakland 
| Oakland Health Department___._Oakland 


Smailpox Starts 
Sharp Increase. 
During the past few. weeks smallpox 


has been increasing in prevalence in 
The rise 


week has brought an increased num- 
ber of cases. Following are the num- 
bers’ of cases reported by weeks for 
the past three months. 


Week ending | No. cases reported 


112 Smallpox Cases 
Reported Last Week. 


Smallpox is increasing in prevalence 
in California. In some sections of the 
state it is assuming epidemic propor-_ 
tions. The Los Angeles City Council 
has granted the health department 
$5,000 for the care of smallpox patients. 
Vaccination of all persons who have 
not been successfully vaccinated 


should be encouraged wherever pos- 
sible. 
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MORBIDITY.?* | 
Diphtheria. 


as follows: San ! 
Los Angeles County 26, Oakland 34, Sacra- 


mento 8, Alameda 9, San Diego 14, Whittier 2, 
Torrance 4, Santa Barbara 1, Kings County 1, 


Oroville 2, San Luis Obispo County 3, Lodi 


2, Sonoma County 1, Vallejo 1, Corona 2, 


Redlands 2, Santa Clara County 4, Fresno. 
County 4, Sacramento County 3, Pasadena 2, 


Tulare County 1, East San Diego 1, Alameda 
County 1, Orange County 4, San Jose 1, San 
Mateo 2, Hawthorne 1, Contra Costa County 
1, Bakersfield 3, Huntington Park 1, Stockton 
2, El Monte 3, Berkeley 1, Colton 2, Long 
Beach 8, Ontario 2, San Bernardino 2. 


Measles. 


323 cases of measles have been reported, as 
follows: San Francisco 136, San Luis Obispo 
County 37, Kings County 22, San Mateo 9, 
Santa Cruz 18, San Joaquin County 7, Sonoma 
County 5, Berkeley 15, Salinas 5, Oakland 5, 
Los Angeles 6, Placerville 1, Merced 3, Monte- 
rey County 2, Compton 1, Eureka 1, Los 
Angeles County 4, Riverside 3, Sacramento 1, 
San Joaquin County 1, Richmond 2, Alameda 
2, East San Diego 1, Palo Alto 1, Orange 
County 1, Vallejo 1, Tulare County 3, Santa 
Rosa 2, Santa Monica 1, Hanford 2, Santa 
Clara County 3, Calistoga 2, Long Beach 1, 
Ontario 18, San Bernardino 1. 


Scarlet Fever. 


260 cases of scarlet fever have been re- 
ported, as follows: San Francisco 49, Los 
Angeles 48, Los Angeles County 20, Oakland 
14, Livermore 7, Vallejo 9, Riverside 6, Fresno 
County 19, Whittier 15, Taft 4, Monterey 
Park 1, Eureka 1, Santa Monica 1, Madera 
County 1, Healdsburg 1, Visalia 1, Tulare 
County 2, Ventura County 1, Corona 2, 
Orange County 3, Redding 1, Sonoma County 
1, Colusa County 4, Colusa 2, Hawthorne 1, 
San Joaquin County 1, Escondido 1, San Luis 
Obispo County 1, San Fernando 4, Alhambra 
1, Stockton 2, Pomona 4, Calexico 1, Tor- 


: rance 3, Livermore 1, Watsonville 2, Alameda 
| | | County 1, Sacramento 3, Yolo County A. San 
320 cases of diphtheria have been reported,. 

rancisco 86, Los Angeles 73, 


Anselmo 1, Santa Cruz 3, Berkeley 1, Santa 
Clara County .1, Long- Beach 8, Ontario 1, 


Whooping Cough, | | 
20 cases of whooping cough have been re- 
ported, as follows: Eureka 8, San Joaquin 


County 1, Santa Rosa 1, Los ‘Angeles 2, 
Pomona 4, Merced 3, Venice 1. | 


Typhoid Fever. 


15 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, 
as follows: Colusa 1, San Joaquin County 3, 
Hawthorne 3, San Bernardino 1, Whittier 1, 
Imperial 2, San Francisco 2, Santa Barbara 1, 
Long Beach 1. | | | 


Smallpox. 


112 cases of smallpox have been reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles 55, Los Angeles 
County 17, Pomona 6, Alhambra 7, Orange 
County 8, Ventura County 3, Huntington Park 
2, La Verne 1, Pasadena 2, Long Beach 11. 


Poliomyelitis. 


4 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles County 2, Los An- 
geles 1, Hanford 1. | 


Cerebrospinal Meningitis. | 
Los Angeles reported 1 case of cerebrospinal! 
meningitis. 
Epidemic Encephalitis. 
Stockton reported 1 case of epidemic en- 
cephalitis. 
Typhus Fever. 
Los Angeles reported 1 case of typhus fever. 
Epidemic Jaundice. 


Los Gatos reported three cases of epidemic 
jaundice. 

*From reports received December 17 and 18 
for week ending December 15. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 


1923 1922 
Reports Reports 
Week ending for week Week ending for week 
ending i 
Disease — Dec. 15 Dec. 16 
| received received 
Nov. 24; Dec. 1 | Dec. 8 by Nov. 25| Dec. 2 | Dec. 9 b 
| Dec. 18 
Anthrax. 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Cerebrospinal Meningitis 5 2 1 1 2 a 2 
125 140 214 147 109 86 148 
Dipneners.........----- — 308 345 320 230 215 205 
Dysentery (Bacillary) -- - 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 
Epidemic Encephalitis -- 2 1 3 1 1 4 3 
Epidemic Jaundice- -.--- 1 0 5 3 0 0 0 
161 96 148 131 | 81 171 81 
4 1 0 3 0 2 5 
315 291 366 323 14 21 20 
Preeumonie...........-. 56 52 95 58 83 105 109 
Poliomyelitis__....--.-- 9 11 12 4 1 0 0 
Rabies 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Scarlet Fever___.------ 255 251 243 260 170 179 174 
SR 83 111 165 112 17 16 12 
94 140 173 187 93 110 83 
199 150 188 108 146 96 154 
Typhoid Fever-.-.--..---- 29 28 20 15 20 15 19 
Typaes Pever........<. 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 
oping Cough------- 27 20 41 20 37 57 51 
1778 1659 2098 1757 1067 1115 1115 
27543 12-23 3500 CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 
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